18

INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

THE MERIDIAMN ETAR
Thl.lrldi'!:f. Fnl:lruar:f 24, 2005

Statt Sgt. Johnny Reeves answered the call

Lwdin Burns és o
home-schaoled Id-vear-old whe
Iives on o small famaly ferm in
Collinsville. Her parents gre
Hark and Pam Burns and she
has Lhree younger siblings, The
Faneily altends Macedoria
Bapiest Chnrch,

A letler fo the editor of The
Meridian Star led fo Lydia's
Fricudshap widl Shaff Set,
Jobwny Reeves af the [T 5
Army Reserpe's 11878
Trersporiation Termire!
(lmal, The I181s! 65 ore of fwe
Army Beserve mnits based in
Merrdiau; the other 65 the
J-EErd Artellery, Bottery A,

Toknny deploved to Kol
im e 2000 and refurned in
Jume 2004, The lwo wew
Friends corvesponded throwgh
eemadl wirele he was there,

Johrny is 0 mative of
Decainr and attends
Conehgite Bapiist Chrerch,
I coeilian lofe, he drives a
fruck for ERF-BROWN —
but be's currently on aclive
duly again ol a port in
Saverwak, (n,

By Lydia Burns
spacial to The Star

Complete isolatien. That's
what Sg1. Jehnny Recwes Telt
as he stepped of f the airplanse
and into avery different world.

For as leng as e can
remember, he's wanted to bea
soldier, just Hke his dad and
uncles, As a boy growing up
in Decatur, one of Reeves®
favorite games was plaving
Ariny. He always knew that
one day he would make his
dream of becaoming a soliier
a realiny.

Dwiring his junior year of
high schoal, joined the Army
Mational Guard. For lim, boot
camp began in 1982 at Fort
MeClellan, Ala.

It wasn't as hard as |
thought it would be, (but) it
really made me grow up,” he
sl

Mow, getting off an alrplane
in Kuwait, Reeves was staring
at what would be an entive
yvear af his future. This woald
Be his first “real™ misston. So
many feclings rushed throagh
Toirm @s he bookexd around. Allaf
those howrs of training anid
Thard waork had Been (o prepare
T For this ... war

*

The very first thing
he did after gething
back was hug his kids.
No. 2 on his list was
a long, hot bath ...
Finally, he fixed
himself a good
old-fashioned tomaio
sandwich, It was the
little things that were
Messings.

Lydia Burss

The 1181st mission

Fven theogh the long air
plane ride to Kuwail had been
faring for all 7O members of the
118151 Transportation Ter
mimal Unit, going to bed that
first  night was difficult.
Trnaeine trying o sleep peace
fully when vou don't Teel safe
and might never wake up,

The first full day overseas
was interesting, Feeves conld
nat help noticing how early the
sun rese. A4 aom., the sun
was already haliway up. Like
coastil sunrises, it almost
Towked s if b could reach owt
and touch the bright glow that
hovered over Kuwail's barren
ferrain,

nlike Mississippd, which
aften Eets too much rain, the
lanel was simply a desert — no
lakes, no trees and haedly any
i,

We saw wery litlle grass
there .. just flat land with
s-n‘nlll.' scrul brush,” Eeeves
s,

But the biggest shock was
the heat, By 4 in the morning,
it was 1 degrees and the
femperalore  often  soared
above he 14ikdegres mark.
Thankfully, Reeves and his
fellow soldicrs had air condis
fioners i their tents, tents that
hicsed 14 |,||:'|:|:|_:|||: cach.

The 1181st Transpartation
wnit’s job was unloading and
ol inge ships during Operaticen
Iragi Freedom,

The troops wsed crames and
forklifts o onlowd frucks,
fanks and helicopters. They
moved all the essentials for
soldiers, like ammunition,
fents i fooed, Ohn average, o
forake twioe ays To wnlowd 2 shig,
and some ships held owver
1400 pieces of cargo,

The unit worke wround the
clock, #4/7, in 12 to 16-hour
shiffs, Keewves was responsible
for the hazardous materials
that  were  loaded  and
ol esd.

Links to home

In spite of the groeling
hoors, Beeves made a lintle
fime each day to relax and
keep in contact with the out-
sidee world, The hardest thing
about  being  overseas  was

valition Memnria 1
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1181ST TRANSPORTATION TERMINAL UNIT
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Staff Sgt. Johnny Resvas of Decatur said the members of the 11818t Transportation Teeminal Unit became close during their yaar in
Huwait “We wera aach others' support whan the bad times happansad.”

being  separated [rom  the
peaple he loves,
“I missed the kids the

micsk,” he said.

S, he loved having access
to phones and being able fo e-
mail his 14-vear-old daughter,
Kellve, and his Syear-old son,
Justin.

Beading The Meridian Star
online became a daily rootine.
It was through The Meridian
Efzr that [ “met” Sgt. Johnny
Keewes, He had written a letter
Lo the editor asking where his
unit's support was,

“We have not received one
care package or word of hope
from Meridian,” his letter
read. “One day, we will be
home again and [ hope
Meridian will honor us like it
has other units that have been
profiled in your paper.”

Kpmowing that the L181st felt
Lerrible made me feel terrible.

S0, | took the newspaper to
the 4-H Personal Development
Cluk. 1 asked if evervene
would like to write Ietiers to

thies 118188 The response was o
unanimeus “yes” The club’s
volunteer leader gol mailing
information for all the mem-
bers of the 118151, Everyone in
the club picked one or two sol-
diers” numes.

I decided to write Sgt,
Feeves, He answered the first
e-miil | sent almoest immedi-
ately. For the six months that
remained of his tour in Bowait,
[ wrote to him often, Mo matter
how exhausted or busy he
wis, Sgl. Heeves  always
replied to my e-mails quickly
— il anly just to tell me, “Hey,
| ot your message, anid
thanks.”

Band of brothers

“Christmas was really hard
being away,” Keeves said.

Meridian celebrated
Christmas 2003 with the bright
lights, activitics and family get-
togethers that Beeves misserd
so much. Meanwhile, the

BEAST OF BURDEN
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Staff Sgt, Johny Beeves of the U3 Army Beserve's 1181 st Transportation Terminal Unit makes a
new Triend in Kuwait. Feeves said getling used 1o the landscape was a challange: “Wi saw vary
litthe grass there .. just flal land with some scrub brush.”

1181st  played “dirty Santa”
and had a “Charlic Brown
Christmas tree” The holiday
meals were pretty good, better
than the everyday rations.

“The food was UK — the
longer we stayed, the befter it
got,” Reeves said. "It wasn't
home cooking but we survived
an it”

For his birthday, the unit
surprised Heeves with a cake
which was cut inta =mall
picces w0 he could share it

“I formed some lasting
friendships with a lot of my
unit members,” he said, “We
all shared seme good times
and some bad. We were each
athers” support when the bad
times happened.”

The zoldiers got o know
cach other so well that it
seemed like they had been
buddies since kindergarten,

Coming home

Fimally! After 385 seemingly
endless days in Kuwait, the
1181st was headsd home!

As the unit boarded an air-
plane  for  home, HEeeves
thought atout his year, [t had
been difficult; there was no
denying that, But it hadn't
been all bad. He said the best
thing was making new [riends
and meeting people from sther
parts of the workd.

“l do not regret giving that

wedr o my country,” he said. “1
would do it again.”

Beeves also belicves in
Operation Iragi Freedom,

“I think we did the right
thing going over there and get-
timg Sadolam. | just wish that it
would be over with so all the
troops could come home,”

And home is exactly where
he would be again soon.

The very first thing he did
alter petting back was hug his
kids., Mo. 2 on his list was a
long, hot bath — semething
b had  missed  overseas,
where  there  were  only
showers and bathing was use-
less because he was drenched
in sweat again quickly. Finally,
he fixed himself a good old-
fashioned tomate sandwich, It
was the little things that were
blessings,

Mow, almost nine months
afier coming home, Eecves
has setiled into the swing of
things. And just because he is
no lenger oversesas doesn't
mean he has stopped serving
his country. Currently, he is
on active duty in Savannah,
Lia.

Looking back, Beeves, says:
“Even though [ hated being
over there, | can now look
back on it with pride. | was
there and did my part o help.”

To me, that is what makes
spt. Johnny Heeves  a true
heral



